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Abstract
The present study attempted to investigate the impactopiecation versus collaboration

on college students™ reading ability. To fulfill the purpose of the study, 90 participants were
chosen from among 140 by means of administering the Nelson Proficiency Test. They were
divided into three groups: cooperative gpo collaborative group, and control grodpfifty -item
multiple-choice reading vocabulary test was developed, validated, and used as the pretest. The
results of the onavay ANOVA showed that there was no significant difference among the
groups. Then aftea number of cooperative and collaborative strategies used as the treatment in
this study in six sessions of ninety minutes for each experimental group class, (control group
without treatment) the posttest, which resembled the pretest in many respsctsimiaistered
to the three groups. The results of am@y ANOVA and Scheffee Test showed that the
cooperative and collaborative groups worked better than the control group, and the collaborative
one performed best.
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Introduction

Reading is an important cultural tool in modern societies. The ability to read and
understand various texts is crucial to success in various every day setting as well as educational,
professional settings. Hraency in reading is a key goal of schooling and a major prerequisite
for learning, both within and beyond the context of formal education (Bouwaoeden,
Carreker, Thornhill, & Joshi, 2007).

Reading comprehension is an essential component of acadepas, professional
success, and lifelong learning. Importance of reading skills in academic contexts causes to
undertaking of considerable research studies in reading in a second language. The ability to read
academic texts is regarded as one of the magsbrtant skills that university students of English
as a second language and English as a foreign language need to achi@xea(E1005; Yigiter,
Saricoban, & Gurses, 2005).

Reading comprehension may be one of the important skills which is usually thede
investigation of the language experts in the field of second and foreign language acquisition. It is
becoming more and more significant in the new knowledge economy and remains the most useful
human activity for converting information into knowleddmmth reading on paper or from the
screen. The importance of reading as a key skill and of itssldli® is confirmed so that
academic goals need to be pursued right from the beginning in second and foreign language
classroom settings, especially if theatners are supposed to be engaged in later academic
pursuits at advanced levels such as to read abstract materials in order to get the key ideas from
lectures, or they will be supposed to write critiques, and summaries, and so on and so forth
(Richard Amato, 1996). As McDonough and Shaw (2003) maintained:
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As a skill, reading is clearly one of the most important; in fact from many instances around the
world, we may argue that reading is the most important foreign language skill, particularly in
cases wherstudents have to read English material for their own specialist subject but may never
have to speak the language; such cases are often referred to as English as a library language. (p.
89)

The termscooperationand collaboration seem to be synonymous, hbatfact they are
different. In this paper, the researchers aimed to show the difference beteogemative work
andcollaborative workin general; the researchers also suggested practical activities that served
as stepping stones to promote collaboraioBFL settings.

The main difference between these two approaches to group work is that cooperation is more
focused on working together to create an end product, while successful collaboration requires
participants to share in the process of knowledgatwn (Dillenbourg et al. 1996; Roschelle &
Teasley 1995). In other words, cooperation can be achieved if all participants do their assigned
parts separately and bring their results to the table; collaboration, in contrast, implies direct
interaction amog individuals to produce a product and involves discussions, negotiations and
accommodating otherso perspectives.

Statement of the Problem

Reading is considered as a skill of great importance for some reasons: first, it provides
learners with access to great quantity of further experience of language; second, it gives
learners a horizon onto normal mean of continuing his personal education (Mirhassani & Toosi,
1996). So, with no doubt, reading comprehension would play an important role in the process of
language learning. It looks necessary for the process of this language skill acquisition and
intensively to improve it in our learners. By the way, that would be the teachers' responsibility to
make his/her students aware of different language methoategitrs, and skills.

Hence, the present study aimed at probing into the effect of cooperative and collaborative
learning strategies training on reading comprehension. To achieve this goal, we attempted to
investigate whether the results obtained wouldicenthe findings of previous studies conducted
in language learning settings or not.

Significance of the Study

Learners of English as a second language (ESL) think of reading comprehension as an
important and to some extent a difficult skill to acquingt, e believe all scholars, teachers, and
university professors can help them to control over this failures by (a) teaching them what to
read, and how to read, (b) teaching them practice language (in a discursive manner), (c) giving
them exercises which arqualified and based on the needed strategies, and (d) working with
studentso6é different strategies and methods to
learning.

A big question that may be always raised by learners with difficulty in reaghngs that
what they should learn that can help/guide them to improve/advance their reading proficiency.
We believe the answer to the question is to some extend introducing some methods and learning
strategies in different needed fields, which is neammgsir a good reading comprehension, such
as, how to learn vocabulary, grammar, etc.

According to Farrell (2000), studies in second language reading have shown that reading
strategies cannot only be taught to students, but that their use will help stwd#ntheir
performance on tests of comprehension and recall. Ultimately, based on what has mentioned, we






