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Abstract 

This study focuses on realizations and discourse functions of the organizational linkers in the 

writing of research article abstracts from four disciplines. To this end, 120 research article 

abstracts from four disciplines namely, Applied Linguistics, Economics, Agriculture, and 

Applied Physics (30 from each discipline) were selected. All research article abstracts were 

extracted from empirical research articles published in international high impact journals. The 

corpus was analyzed adopting Gosden (1992) taxonomy. The most striking result is that the 

realizations and discourse functions of the organizational linkers, to a large extent, are guided by 

the nature of research article abstract and discipline. This result adds substantially to the 

comparative understanding of research article abstract writing across disciplines and evidences 

the need to tailor writing according to English for specific needs.   
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 Introduction  

Disciplinary Writing  

  Disciplinary writing is specific to the discipline, representing variations between different 

disciplinary communities that are characterized by óóa broadly agreed set of common goalsôô and 

óóa suitable degree of relevant content and discoursal expertiseò (Swales, 1990, p.24) (see also 

Afros and Schryer, 2009; Ebrahimi and Chan, 2015; Golebiowski, 2009; Hyland, 2005, 2008, 

2009; Kanoksilapatham, 2015; Khedri et al., 2013; Pho, 2008). Accrding to Swales (1990) and 

Belcher and Braine (1995), success in academic writing involves an understanding of the rules 

and conventions of the discipline. Along the same line of argumentation, Hyland (2009, 2000) 

notes that disciplinary differences result in specificity in the macro and micro structures of 

academic writing. Hyland (2009) also argues that disciplinary writers draw on the ñpersuasive 

practices of their discipline, encoding ideas, employing warrants, and framing arguments in ways 

that their potential audience will find most convincingò.   

  In claim making about their research, they keep in mind their readersô exposure to matters 

such as rebuttals to claims, prior knowledge and the organsiational patterns that are used to 

present the argument (Hyland, 2008). Several studies (Golebiowski, 2009; Kanoksilapatham, 

2015; Khedri et al., 2013; Pho, 2008)have focused their studies on disciplinary and across 

disciplinary studies. They all have found that disciplinary background could be seen explicitly in 

academic writing genres. They have stressed the importance of including findings of disciplinary 

studies in teaching EAP and ESP course in academic writing genres. These studies and the 

underlying claim of disciplinary writing have opened up and rationalized disciplinary research in 

the area of academic writing genres. Thus, this study focuses on research article abstract (RA 
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abstract) writing which is a specific academic writing genre.  In the next section, related issues of 

the RA abstract genre is discussed.  

 

RA Abstract as a Genre  
Many studies have recognized the RA abstract as an important part of a research article 

(RA) that stands as an independent discourse. According to Martin (2003) and Ventola (1994), an 

RA abstract aids writers to pack  important and significant information and findings reported by 

an RA into a compact unit. It  also serves  to guide the flow of information to be communicated 

to the disciplinary community. Saving reading time is another function of an RA abstract and this 

is done  by ñinforming the reader about the exact content of the articleò, thus motivating the 

reader to pursue the full text if deemed relevant (Martin, 2003 p. 26). 

Another function of an RA abstract is to convince conference organizers or journal editors 

to accept or publish the RA. Reading abstracts could help readers to find the appropriate RAs to 

read in todayôs busy world flooded with information (Pho, 2008).  Based on these functions, the 

abstract has attained the status of an idependent academic genre which critical to knowledge 

making. Thus, analyzing the RA abstract as a genre could provide the readers and the writers 

with helpful insights concerning its underlying macro (rhetorical) and micro (linguistic features) 

structures (Lores, 2004).  

    

Related studies 
  Various angles have been adopted to throw light on the this genre of research. For 

example, Pho (2008) studied the linguistic realizations of organizational moves of RA abstracts 

from two disciplines, that of applied linguistics and educational technology. She found that 

linguistic features such as authorial stances can help to disctinguish the moves of RA abstract. 

She also stressed the influence of disciplinary knowledge on selections of linguistic features. 

Kanoksilapatham (2013) scrutinized the linguistic realization of organizational moves of RA 

abstracts from discipline of civil engineering. She analyzed 60 RA abstracts. The results 

suggested an appropriate academic style of writing in caviling engineering RA abstracts in 

specific discipline of Civil Engineering. Golebiowski (2009) studied the rhetorical structure of 

abstracts from two disciplines of Applied Linguistics and Education. She found that in these two 

disciplines, writers use different rhetorical structures to meet the objectives of abstracts. she 

found that disciplinary nature influence the writers in demonstrating the value of their research 

and also in indicating their proficiency credibility.  

  She stressed the influence of disciplinary background knowledge on rhetorical moves of 

abstracts. Hu and Cao (2011) shed the light on the use of hedge and boost metadiscourse markers 

in applied linguistics RA abstracts published in English and Chinese-medium journals. They 

analyzed 649 abstracts from 8 Applied Linguistics journals. They found that English-medium 

journals uses more hedges compared to Chinese-mediunm journals. They also found empirical 

research articles used more boosters compared to non-empirical research articles. Khedri, et 

al,(2013) worked on the mapping of interactive metadiscourse markers in the RA abstracts from 

different disciplines. They found that disciplinary knowledge influence selections of interactive 

metadiscourse markers in an explicit ways.  

  Ebrahimi and Chan (2015) investigated the discourse functions of grammatical subjects 

used in research article abstracts from two discuiplines. They analyzed two sets of 30 research 

article abstracts extracted two high impact journals from Applied Linguistics and Economics 

disciplines. The results of their study indicated that there are significant disciplinary differences 




